Nurse, be placed in responsible charge of the nursing of all female infirmary ^patients at each of the managers' asylums ' be not adopted, but that it be an instruction to the committee of management of THE BENSON DISTRICT NURSING HOME.
An appeal is being made by the honorary secretary of this home, which was started partly as a memorial to the daughter of the late Archbishop of Canterbury, and is partly maintained by voluntary subscription, for money to clear the institution from debt and set it upon a firm basis. Its object is to supply skilled nursing to the poor in the forlorn districts of Soutliwark, Newington, and Walworth, irrespective of religious denomination. The area worked by the present staff of four nurse3 and superintendent consists of sixteen parishes, one of which alone contains 12,000 inhabitants. All who know the poverty and wretchedness which abound in these districts of Southern London will realise the regret which will be felt should it be found necessary to curtail the work for want of funds.
Annual subscriptions are much needed, and any help will be gladly received by the treasurer, Miss Lucy Fowler, 44, Nelson Square, Blackfriars Road, S.E.
A "SCHOLAR'S COT" FOR BRADFORD INFIRMARY. The board of management of the Bradford Infirmary have decided to appeal to " The Children of Bradford " to commemorate the sixtieth year of the Queen's reign by establishing and endowing a free cot in the children's ward, to be known as "The Scholar's Cot." For this at least a sum of ?1,200 must be subscribed, and a committee has b*en appointed "representative of the educational interests of the town" to make the scheme known to all children attending Sunday and day schools. Collecting cards will be issued, and it is hoped that the general public of Bradford will do their best to further the movement, and to enlist the children ' Retained Placenta.?Sometimes blood-poisoning is set up, not from infection by some septic germ introduced into the uterus during the confinement, but by the retention of some portion of the placenta, which remains adherent to the uterine wall, and which gradually decomposes and sets up a general septic condition. Adherent pieces may be retained from careless attention during the birth, and especially if the placenta is not very healthy, and is friable or easily broken up. Pulling on the cord to hasten the birth of the placenta is one of the chief causes of this accident. Only careless midwives, and those who do not know their work, ever attempt such a dangerous proceeding as this, which may result in severe hemorrhage from the sudden emptying and non-contraction of the uterus, or may cause inverted uterusFrom this accident the patient may die of shock, or haemorrhage, and, of course, the risk of blood-poisoning is greatly increased. But the most usual result of pulling on the cord is tearing away the placenta and leaving a portion behind. If the careless midwife neglects to examine the placenta, and so fails to notice that a portion is absent, then it is most likely retained till it sets up septic mischief by decomposing.
Treatment B.," however, writing on the same subject, and also in defence of the sisters, admits that the cubicles in the infirmary and some in the babies' dormitory do open one by one "as he describes," while the rest are opened apparently not one by one but row by row, and states that in case of fire the "sisters could release the children at their discretion." The fact, then, that the children are locked up in wire cubicles, which we do not hesitate to describe as " cages," is admitted; the fact that a large number of these cages (and those where the most helpless children are lying) have to be opened one by one is also admitted; and the fact that in regard to the rest they can only, even in case of fire, be released at the " discretion " of the sisters is also admitted. This ought to be sufficient for the public, and we may be sure that a fair-minded public will not allow its indignation at these proceedings to be lessoned or its attention to the point at issue to be diverted by Mr. Raven's ingenious attempts to " get at " the correspondent who exposed these abuses. If an answer is required by letter, a fee of half-a-crown must be enclosed with the note containing the enquiry. We are always pleased to help our numerous correspondents to the fullest extent, and we can trust them to sympathise in the overwhelming amount of writing which makes the new rnles a necessity. Every communication must be accompanied by the writer's name and address, otherwise it will receive no attention.
